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Firstly, I need to congratulate our Student Council for this bright novel idea of launching our

Journal, Campus Drone in the very first year of the inception of the Student Council itself. COVID-

19 has made it a difficult year for all of us. The campus buzzing with students has gone on virtual

mode. But I must say our students wherever you are, you make your presence felt, make a

difference in any given situation. Bringing the best out of anything and everything is your hallmark

trait. My dear students you have once again proved that you will always stand out and leave your

footprints in any sand that you walk through, etch your memories on any rock. Proud of you dear

students and my prayer and wish always for you is that you continue to bring light in darkness and

spread joy and cheer amidst clouds looming the horizon of life. The pandemic still seems to engulf

us, but I am sure when we have student warriors like you, we can battle any virus. God is at our

side, he walks with us, talks with us but most of all he is in us. So, let us continue to march ahead

with a strong will and trust that we shall overcome every problem by being what our Patron Saint

of our College St. Francis of Assisi exhorts us to do – be channels of God’s peace and love. 

 

Sr. Sandra Horta

PRINCIPAL'S 

ADDRESS
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It gives me and my team immense pleasure to launch the first ever Journal of St Francis College for Women.
The Journal ‘Campus Drone’ has been carved out after a multitude of brainstorming sessions among council
members on every facet related to the college, burning issues, academics, and co-curricular activities.

We received an overwhelming response from the students, receiving myriads of high-quality articles from all
streams. All the articles were diligently reviewed, funnelling into ingenuity and practicability. I convey my
heartfelt thanks to all the reviewers for taking out their valuable time.  The current theme of ‘Pandemic:
Finding Feet Amid the Outbreak’ was carefully chosen to address the challenges, fissures witnessed,
innovative and futuristic trends, and their effect on the socio-economic layers of the society.  The student
council comprising Rakshanda, Kashish, Madhurima, Veebha, Vaishnavi, and Sejal were instrumental in
deciding the Journal’s layout, cover page, methodology for selecting articles, publication and advertising.
The Council will also try and connect with alumni of the college by sharing an e-copy of the Journal. 

We have strived hard to include suggestions and recommendations received from the students. I would also
like to convey my special gratitude to Principal Sr. Sandra Horta and the Management of the college for their
support and approval. I firmly believe that there is always a scope of improvement in every project, the
council would look forward to constructive and meaningful suggestions for incorporating in subsequent
issues of the Journal.
                                                                                                       

                                                                                                                             
 

Ms. Isha Dutta
                                                                                                                         

PRESIDENT'S 
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It gives us immense joy and satisfaction to finally introduce our very own college journal

''CAMPUS DRONE". A lot of effort has gone into the making of this issue. The best thing about

this issue is that it represents the creative side of SFC 's students to a fair degree-something that we

think we all need to reconnect with. Amidst the pandemic and online classes, we tend to lose track

of all the other simpler things that we are capable of, things that we could have been proud of, that

can bring one satisfaction. So, this time we have made an attempt to bring out the talent concealed

within our student community. 

This issue includes articles, poems, research works, and art-works. We are enthralled with the

response and entries received. We would like to express our deepest gratitude to Principal Sister

Sandra Horta, the Deans of Academics and Student Affairs for their support and giving us this

opportunity. We would also like to thank the reviewers and participants for their contribution. We

hope you enjoy reading this issue as much as we have enjoyed making it. We truly wish that this

college journal will inspire our juniors to unlock their hidden talents, encourage them to do a better

job and make us proud in the years to come.

N O T E  F R O M

T H E  S T U D E N T

C O U N C I L
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MY WORLD OF
THOUGHTS

LIFE OF AN
INTROVERT DURING

LOCKDOWN

THE COLOSSAL
METAMORPHOSE BATTLE



Amidst all the hustle and bustle of the city, a new anomaly rose and crippled the whole world, viz. the coronavirus. This is the
‘Grim Reaper’ of all the diseases. Its cold grip took a momentous toll on people all over the globe. Some are fortunate enough to
escape and bypass the perils whereas some on the other hand fall prey to this dreadful and ghastly disease. It has caused so
much pain, inconvenience, disorder and morose among people. The steep economic crunch was debilitating to experience
among the working class. Many lost their lives, jobs, relationships etc. The privileged kids getting consumed by the gadgets and
the less privileged resorting to inconsistent methods is being observed.

It also took a toll on the mental health of people, causing
them to spiral and causing a nuance in their respective
energy and aura. It takes /took some time for people to
process and revert back to their routine. In grim times like
these, it is important to find that essential element that can
bring solace and quietude to one’s mind and body. Many
took up various activities to fill this hollow void of emptiness
and honed certain skills like cooking, gardening, blogging,
yoga, exercising etc. This time also gave people myriads of
time to solely focus on themselves, their mind and deeply
introspect and reflect on their course of actions. 
It is imperative to sensitize and empathize with those trying
to find the ground. Keeping in touch, reaching out and
checking up on each other is the only and best resort to
remain tethered with your loved ones.
Many are fighting silent battles in their head that is
detrimental to their overall wellbeing. We never know what
the other person is thinking or feeling. This is where we need
to step up and check up on them Many rather all of us are
disheartened because of this distance.

We all long for physical, emotional intimacies with people we
haven’t met in a while, listen to them yammer their story,
laugh it off, switch to a healthy conversation, have legitimate
opinions on things, create mid-day shenanigans, make
absolutely beautiful memories etc. But amid these few out of
many sorrows we seemed to have bonded with our families,
got to know what chides mom and dad the most or how much
vegetables goes into making a curry (a lot), see them at their
prime as well as their lowest and recoup back. Among this
monotony, we need to take some time out and do the things
that benefit us and only us. Cut back on all the toxicity that you
think is affecting you, focus on your mind and body. IT’S
COMPLETELY FINE IF YOU HAVE PUT ON A FEW POUNDS. You
are in a pandemic; your body and mindset are changing. 
Different people are going through different patches. Do not
force yourself into physical activity if you are experiencing
burnout. Take some time off and catch up later. In a nutshell,
we need to find a new balance and morph ourselves into better
humans, focus on what’s good for us, check on tour loved ones
and most importantly take care of your mind and body.
Remember this is not permanent and things will surely get
better gradually.

THE COLOSSAL
METAMORPHOSE

MAANASA RAGHAVENDER
B.COM1 IB
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Your solitude will be a support and a home for you, even in the midst of very unfamiliar circumstances, and from it you will
find all your paths. ~ Rainer Maria Rilke
I’m an introvert. I don’t claim to be unique in any sense, nor is introversion the only personality trait I have. It’s just a fact about
me. I love spending time alone. I enjoy quiet days by myself, with a good book or a movie. I dislike going out. Given the choice
between spending a week with no human interaction and attending one party, I’d choose the former without a second thought.
I’m not alone in this, either. Around 25-40% of the world’s population is introverted. And a worldwide shutdown with social
interaction being pretty much illegal is a blessing for people like me.

I don’t intend to make light of the horrific times the world is
going through. I know that writing this article about how the
lockdown was a blessing for me shows the privilege I have. I
know that a lot of people do not have the same privilege I do.
And I also know that a lot of people lost loved ones to COVID. I
do not intend to minimize the impact lockdown has
had on people’s mental and physical health. But I also know
this. I have been more productive in this lockdown than I have
ever been in my life. 
When the lockdown began, I was secretly relieved. The day
before it was announced, I was dreading my own birthday
party. And now that the country had shut down, I didn’t have to
make awkward excuses. “It’s not me, it’s COVID!”, became my
catchphrase, and people understood. As repentance for
ignoring my friends, I vowed to myself to learn as much as I
could in the free time I would certainly never get again.
I did exactly that. 
In the first few months of lockdown, I learnt embroidery, hand
sewed bags with old fabric, learnt cooking, and tried my hand at
digital art. I learnt about Victorian England, Roman societies,
the Salem Witch Trials. I explored religion. I dusted off my Veena
and practised. 

Most importantly, I read. Just for the fun of it. Reading for fun was
something I hadn’t been able to do for a year, and I suddenly found
myself so engrossed in a
book that I stayed awake all night reading it. 
Then classes moved online. With online classes, one of the most
frequent questions people ask is, “Do you prefer offline classes or
online?” Every single person replies, “Offline classes.” To a certain
extent, I agree. There is nothing like learning in a classroom. Online
classes don’t compare to a blackboard and a teacher standing in
front of you. But at the same time, I love online classes. I have more
time to myself because I’m not wasting 3 hours travelling to and
from the college. I learn maybe a little less than I do offline, but I
don’t come home drained of my social battery. I learnt a lot doing
research for assignments, which would not have been the case
otherwise.
I won’t say that it was all roses. I’m human, too. There were days
when I missed friends and talking to them. I missed going out with
my best friend and chatting the day away. There were days when I
wanted to hug every person I met because I was touch starved.
That last one really surprised me. I’ve always been a very anti-touch
person, yet here I was, craving hugs and talking and going out. 

THE LIFE OF AN INTROVERT
IN LOCKDOWN

JOSYULA SREE DIVYA
BA2 HLP
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I learnt a lot about myself in the lockdown. Some days I hated myself for loving the lockdown so much when others seemed to
hate it. But I realized that the reason I was enjoying myself so much was because I never got a chance to take all this time for
myself. 
The world isn’t built for introverts. Networking and attending events, which are the
bane of an introvert’s existence, are required if you want to get any further in your career. Introversion is seen as a weakness. I
can’t put “hates interaction but is otherwise a hard worker” on my resumé. Well, I can, but no one would hire me if I did. 

Being assertive and being extroverted are necessities for people to progress. And for people like me, that is very hard to do. It
drains our energy, without us even knowing how draining it is. For the first time in my life, I noticed how much of an impact doing
things without wanting to do them had on my life. I had never felt as happy and as free as I did in the one year we stayed home.
And while I know and acknowledge the hardships people went through in this time, if I had a chance to do it again (minus the
deadly pandemic, of course), I absolutely would. So here’s to hoping that “the new normal” stays that way.
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According to the UN, the COVID-19 pandemic has caused the largest disruption in education sector ever witnessed in history,
affecting nearly 1.6 billion learners in more than 190 countries across globe. Closures of schools and other learning spaces have
impacted 94% of the world’s student population, this figure surges to 99% in low and under developed countries.
Public institutions like schools, universities and further education providers ceased conventional teaching and moved to distance
learning - or closed down in-toto. Correspondingly, organizations facilitating sports and cultural activities had to liquidate. The
abrupt lock-down obligated expeditious overhaul of policies on behalf of all stakeholders, leading to significant changes in teaching
and learning curriculums. 

Educators for different age groups have had to switch from
traditional in-class settings to a heterogenous varieties of
distance education, and inculcate approaches in the curriculum
to stay in touch with parents and students. Often, this has
required adopting new educational strategies for digital
teaching (synchronous and asynchronous), which is still an
emergent phenomenon in many educational curriculums. For
students, the lack of structured in-class learning settings may
have required more self-regulation and self-motivation to learn
with less support. Furthermore, as some countries have moved
to reopen education institutions while trying to maintain social
distancing, teachers and students have had to adapt to novel
classroom locus within a short period of time (e.g. changes to
physical contact hours, group sizes, and access to physical
spaces or materials, seating arrangements etc).
Consequentially, dependence on technology is inescapable.
With the advent of the pandemic, shift towards a digitalized
system has been catalysed. The changes that were already
happening in colleges and universities have now been catapult
to classes happening on the web and various platforms being
used to trace academic growth of students.

With educational institutes closed due to a second surge in cases,
the government has been encouraging online education to achieve
academic continuity. Most high-end private and public institutions
have made the switch smoothly using online platforms such as
Zoom, Google classrooms, Microsoft teams, etc., while many still
find it difficult to implement. The challenges of online education are
multifaceted. It is time that we Indians, as a society, understand the
realms of online education – in India, for India.
The internet usage for entertainment is in vogue, for online lessons
it’s still a big challenge. Teachers may not be well-versed with
creating digital content, and conveying it effectively online. A
sudden expectation from them to upgrade, and from students to
adapt, is unfair. Body language and eye contact, which are
important cues for the teacher, are difficult to perceive in an online
class. 
Even college students seem to value the in-class physical learning
experience much more than a virtual one. Many acknowledge that
phones can be very distracting. In addition, science and technology
programs often include hands-on laboratory sessions, dissertation
projects and field trips to complement theoretical studies. This
aspect of learning is severely limited in online education.
Finally, education is not just about subject knowledge but also
about developing social skills and sportsmanship among the
students, which is built over years. Relying solely on online 

LEARNING IN THE NEW
NORMAL

ISHA DUTTA
BA3 HLP
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education may hinder the holistic development of children, and
many may underperform later in their professional and
personal lives.

While India enjoys a wide geographic and cultural diversity, it
also suffers from a huge socio-economic divide. Only a small
part of the Indian population has access to online education
right now. Interrupted power supply, weak or non-existent
internet connectivity, and unaffordability to buy necessary
devices are major concerns. 
To tackle poor connectivity and device availability issues,  
‘classes’ in many places are happening via sharing of videos by
teachers over WhatsApp or YouTube, so that students can
watch them at their convenience. This too, however, has its
cons and promotes rote learning. The same is true of pre-
recorded sessions aired on the television (e.g., Swayam Prabha
DTH channels) and radio (audio lessons, through All India
Radio), although they do cater to a wider student population
that cannot avail live online classes.

To top it all off, with the livelihood limitations in a family, the
first ones to receive a blow are often girls. In a recent survey of
733 students studying in government schools in Bihar, only 28%
of the girls had smartphones in their homes, in contrast to 36%
of the boys. These smartphones almost always belonged to
male adults, often being lesser accessible to girls than boys, and
half of these families could not afford internet data packages.
Therefore, lessons aired on television was the main option for a
majority of the students participating in this survey. However,
girls were found to spend a disproportionately longer time on
household chores than boys, which often overlapped with the
time of telecast of these lessons. Such gaps in education could
worsen the already wide gender gap in employment in India.

Students with disabilities are among the most dependent on in-
person education and hence least likely to benefit from
distance learning. A survey by Swabhiman (an NGO working
mainly in Odisha), in association with the National Centre for
Promotion of Employment for Disabled People, indicated that
73% of the students with disabilities had concerns regarding
the availability of study material in appropriate formats. Also,
79% of their teachers were apprehensive about teaching
effectively without use of touch to students with learning
disorders, autism and low vision. The lack of effective education
may further aggravate the high dropout rates of these children  
 

from schools (nearly 50% pre-COVID) in developing countries.
Uniform and effective online education in India — what is being
done and what more is possible?

There is a global recognition of the need for inclusive education
policies during the pandemic. To make online education more
effective, accessible and safer, various online resources, training
programs and schemes have been developed by the Government of
India for students, teachers and educational institutions. The
teaching community has come together to form a nationwide
informal and voluntary network of teachers, called the Discussion
Forum of Online Teaching (DFOT), to discuss different aspects of
online teaching, and create repositories of essential resources.

Cutting-edge technologies like artificial intelligence (AI) could open
new possibilities for innovative and personalized approaches
catering to different learning abilities. IIT Kharagpur has
collaborated with Amazon Web Services to develop the National AI
Resource Platform (NAIRP), the future possibilities of which include
monitoring eye movement, motion and other parameters for better
teaching and learning. Google has also indicated future support in
AI based education in India. Many online learning platforms are
offering free access to their services, including platforms like
BYJU’s. LARC a Singapore-based collaboration suite began offering
teachers and students unlimited video conferencing time, auto-
translation capabilities etc. Many plan to make e-learning part of
their ‘new normal’ after experiencing the benefits first-hand. 
What has been made clear through this pandemic is the importance
of disseminating knowledge across borders, companies, and all
parts of society. If online learning technology can play a role here, it
is incumbent upon all of us to explore its full potential.

Online education opens up a lot of possibilities for students and
teachers alike. Yet, it may also widen the inequalities in the socio-
economic fabric of India. All our policies and interventions with
regard to online education should strive to be inclusive. Good
vision, sincere efforts and time will show India the way ahead.



SHORT 

Baseless and ridiculous television news stories, thought-
provoking or provoking WhatsApp forwards, and tampered
information across Twitter, Facebook, YouTube, and other social
media platforms and websites- This is 'Fake news'. A virus far
more deadly than COVID, which has run rampant over the years.
It slowly evolved to become 'Infodemic', a pandemic of the 21st
century.
As soon as Covid became a reality, the whole world was taken
aback. People couldn't imagine what was coming. When the
'lockdown' was imposed, it created panic, especially in India.
Many were misled by the dissemination of fake news which
made it difficult for people to find their feet amid the pandemic.
For instance, one of the biggest problems during the lockdown
was the mass exodus of migrant workers to their hometowns
from cities. At that point, a piece of fake news dropped in. The
news spread that the government had arranged buses for the
labourers in Delhi to take them to their hometown- this was
false. But people were so desperate to leave that they just blindly
believed the misleading news, which eventually led to havoc.
Unfortunately, fake news doesn't have a vaccine. Therefore, it is
the responsibility of the people to control its rampage.

WRITE-UPS AND ART WORKS

Janvi Gupta
BA2 MLP  

Hard times always show us what is truly valuable in this
world. That beauty can only decorate the world but can’t
save it. During this lockdown, we’ve understood that we
don’t need to go out to feel alive, we don’t need to party
every night to feel like we’re having the time of our lives, we
don’t need to be surrounded by a bunch of people to feel
socially involved.
All we needed was some quality time with our family,
friends, and mainly ourselves. Talking and appreciating our
presence here. Forgetting all the stress, we just needed to
stay calm and process ourselves. We needed this time for
healing, for praying for not just ourselves but everyone
suffering.
Everything can be missing other than love, kindness, and
family.
All these little things which we kept ignoring, are all that
we needed this entire time.
Unfortunately, momentary happiness can become just a
memory. Fortunately, momentary pain can become a thing
of the past. 
Don’t think these are the wrong times. There is only one
best time in history- when you truly live.

THE LOCKDOWN: MY LIBERATING TRUTH

INFODEMIC AMID PANDEMIC

Grace Esther. M
BA1 MLP

Ruchitha Kote, BA3 HLP

RITHIKA VADDI BSc 1H



When you realise that life is all about unexpected happenings, you somewhere forget that sadness is also a part of the
happening.

“Time flies, do not waste it” I heard my mom say this a million times, my teachers said this all my school life, but I’ve never
understood it. Maybe that is the very reason why the year 2020 was welcomed... to make people understand the importance of
time, the importance of relations and sustenance.
. I remember jumping with joy on the eve of 31st December,
2019. I closed my eyes and wished that 2020 should be an
amazing year. Some resolutions were made again, but this
time many were broken. Few days passed and world found
everything strange. The coronavirus changed the lives of
people, millions of which left the world forever. Hundreds of
migrants took to the streets, walking back to their hometown
with empty stomachs and lifeless souls. Some lost their loved
ones while others bonded. There was no rich and poor, every
family learned a new lesson. I woke up each day to cook
something new with my sisters, to bake my favourite cakes,
dance all day for my favourite songs but yes, some days I
slept with teary eyes after my favourite actor demised. I’ve
seen days when I couldn’t hear any noise even from my
neighbour flat. But I never thought my city roads would ever
be empty with no traffic. Masks have become a new
accessory and sanitizers man’s great friends. One complete
year stuck in my house I realized what it is to be happy and to
be a human.
Although 2020 took away so much, somewhere along the
line, it taught me to never give up on anything in life. I have
learned to sometimes believe in magic and sometimes in
prayers. It was a process of learning, realising, accepting,
acknowledging, crumbling and revival.

"The World by 2020” was my soft board topic in school. I
remember putting down so many
articles of beauty and growth, but none of that came true. The
year 2020 was a year that taught each one that the future can
never be predicted. It taught people to live life the way it is, to
be happy in the present and to respect and value things. I sit
back today thinking of the good old days, but this time I pray
not to bring any of those days back to me.
Finding happiness in the little things is a way to live a happy
life. Today when I think of all of it, I feel lucky to be human —
one day with some food and another day with a few tears, yet
standing tall, holding together, amid all the struggles
resembling courage, hope... 
Strength from within made things possible and this time I only
wish strength,
strength to every person to be there and to win. It’s our life, our
world and it's all about our
way. It was a whisper but by the time I could understand, it
turned into a storm, it was a long
journey and indeed a tiring one....

MY WORLD OF
THOUGHTS

G. UPENDITHA
 BA1 EPSM
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“You are braver than you believe, stronger than you seem and smarter than you think.”   - Christopher Robin 
The pandemic has brought many changes in our lives. We have faced numerous issues be it financially or mentally. We have learnt many
lessons through our experiences. The lockdown at first made life very difficult, as time passed people started getting stressed as they saw
no hope of things returning to normal. We all understood the importance of life and it's true value! People, irrespective of the caste, class
or creed they belonged to, suffered deeply and also realised the significance of relationships. Sadly, many of us had to witness our family
and friends’ deteriorating health (physical & mental).

All of this shook us and broke each one of us into bits and pieces.
None could have imagined what was in store for us, we were
compelled to deal with many problems simultaneously, from
financial issues or a devastating loss of a loved one, to coping
with declining mental health. Speaking of the issues we faced
during these tough times, one issue that stands out is mental
health. People’s mental health has been discussed & talked
about at length more often during the past few months. Mental
health is defined as a person’s condition concerning
psychological and emotional well-being. Due to the pandemic
and all the unforeseen challenges it brought with it, we felt
irritated, dejected and disheartened! Celebrities whose lifestyle
is idealized by many, too could not escape the impact that this
pandemic had on our mental well-being. It was natural for us to
have felt suffocated, confined and claustrophobic during the six
months long lockdown period, as our daily lives and routines
received a major jolt. Hence, we perceived feeling blue and
lonely as normal, we did not make enough efforts to keep
ourselves motivated and our thoughts centred. It felt as if we
were all alone on a planet with a population of 7.9 billion! Each
one of us is responsible in some manner or the other for those
whose friends or family members have gone through depression,
anxiety or other mental problems, as we might not have kept in
touch or been attentive to their needs as much as we should’ve
been. Many of us also might have gone through the same issues
ourselves but could have hesitated to pick up the phone and call
a friend or share our feelings with our family.

Secondly, the impact the lockdown has had on teenagers and
students is substantial. Contrary to people’s belief, adolescents do
not only go through hormonal changes. They also face numerous
changes on an academic and personal front. It was a real challenge
for youngsters like myself who had to manage the pre-existing
burden of the never-ending assignments and tests accompanied by
an isolating and tedious lockdown. Distanced from our friends
deprived us of people with whom we shared our joys and worries,
our social life ceased to exist. Moreover, the uncertainty about our
classes, grades, exams and careers terrified us. We were unclear
about what lay ahead.
As they say, there is light at the end of the tunnel, the lockdown was
lifted in November. Like everybody else, we were elated and hoped
that things would slowly but surely return to normal, but sadly, the
hideous virus started spreading its wings again which resulted in
numerous deaths. Due to the fear of contracting the virus many are
still not allowed to step out of the house.
Thereafter, work from home and online classes came into the
picture giving us a ray of hope and at the same time unfolding new
challenges for us. This instilled in us a new zeal to get our lives back
on track! Strange as it may seem, but life changed in the blink of an
eye. Technology has been a boon to mankind in the era of COVID-19,
it has helped us carry on with our work and duties. Unlike the early
months of the lockdown, working and studying from home gave our
lives a direction and purpose, we are yet to figure out a lot of things
but we did not retreat and faced our challenges head-on, we had
discipline ourselves, exercised and ate healthy and did not lose hope
and supported one another, which very well might have been the
reason why we survived the COVID-19 pandemic!

BATTLE

AYESHA
BSc 1N ANBC

Be safe, be smart, be kind” -Dr. Tedros Adhanom.Campus Drone | 13
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THE NEXT NORMAL: HOW
THE CRISIS AND RECOVERY

IS SHAPING THE GLOBAL
ECONOMY

 

It is increasingly evident that our era will be
defined by a fundamental schism: the period
before COVID-19 and the new normal that will
unfold in the post-vital era: the “next normal.” In
this unprecedented new reality, there will be
dramatic revamping of the economic and social
order in which business and society have
conventionally functioned. The pandemic has
indeed changed the world and its effects will last.
There are many factors that business leaders
should keep in mind as they prepare for the next
normal. This article aims to reflect how the COVID-
19 crisis and recovery are shaping the global
economy.

Consumer Rebound: Return of Confidence
With sufficient supply of masks, sanitizing and
temperature checks before entering any premises
has restored some amount of confidence among
consumers. 

As this confidence returns, spending increases
leading to pent-up demand being unleashed. This
has been the case of all previous economic
downturns. However, the service sector has been hit
particularly hard this time. Hence, the bounce back
will most likely emphasize those businesses with
communal elements such as restaurants and
entertainment venues.

However, this doesn’t mean consumers will act
uniformly. Countries with older population are less
optimistic than those with younger population such
as India. How fast this confidence restores completely
will depend on various factors. New lockdowns and,
critically, the rollout of the vaccines will affect the
numbers. The point is that spending will only recover
as fast as the rate at which people feel confident
about becoming mobile again and those attitudes
differ from country to country.

Leisure Travels Vs Business Travels
When it comes to travelling for pleasure, people will
want to get back to doing so. According to travel
companies, in the third quarter of 2020, business was
“pretty much back to normal” while referring to
growth. Although domestic travel was surging,
international travel has still been depressed due to
the pandemic related restrictions and concerns of
safety. 
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V E E B H A  K E S A V A N ,
 B M S - I I I

The COVID-19 pandemic is the greatest
humanitarian challenge the world has faced since
World War II. Businesses have spent the last year
scrambling to adapt to extraordinary
circumstances. Although the battle against the
virus hasn’t been won yet, with a vaccine in sight,
there is at least a faint light at the end of the
tunnel. 
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Sparks of Innovations and Entrepreneurship

Necessity is the mother of invention. During the

COVID-19 crisis, digitization has seen tremendous

growth, meaning everything from online customer

service to remote working to supply-chain

reinvention to the use of artificial intelligence and

machine learning to improve operations. There has

been a substantial change in healthcare, too with

telehealth and biopharma coming into their own. 

This disruption has created space for entrepreneurs.

There has been a veritable flood of new small

businesses. In the third quarter of 2020 alone, there

were more than 1.5 million new-business

applications in the United States—almost double the

figure for the same period in 2019. Most of these

businesses are single-person establishments like a

restaurant chef turned caterer or a college student

developing a new app-based business. It is intriguing

that the volume of high propensity business

application, that is those that are the likeliest to turn

into businesses with payrolls, has also risen more

than 50 per cent compared to the year 2019. Venture

capital only dipped slightly in the first half of 2020. A

survey published in November 2020 of 1,500 self-

employed people found that 20 percent say they are

likely to leave self-employment when they can. At

the same time, however, the number of new

businesses registered in the United Kingdom in the

third quarter of 2020 rose 30 percent compared

with 2019, showing the largest increase seen since

2012.

On the whole, the COVID-19 crisis has been

devastating small business. In the United States, for

example, there were 25.3 percent fewer of them

open in December 2020 than at the beginning of

the year (the bottom was in mid-April, when the

figure was almost half). US small-business revenue

fell more than 30 percent between January and

December 2020. But the positive trend in

entrepreneurship could bode well for job growth

and economic activity once recovery takes hold.

The Fourth Industrial Revolution – accelerated by

digitally enabled productivity gains

The great acceleration in the use of technology,

digitization and new forms of working is going to

be sustained. In the past, it has taken a decade or

longer for game-changing technologies to evolve

from cool new things to productivity drivers. Many

executives reported that they moved 20 to 25 times

faster than they thought possible on things like

building supply-chain redundancies, improving

data security, and increasing the use of advanced

technologies in operations. The COVID-19 crisis has

sped up that transition in areas such as AI and

digitization by several years, and even faster in Asia.

A survey found that companies are three times

likelier than they were before the crisis to conduct

at least 80 percent of their customer interactions

digitally. Evolution is never an easy process.

Businesses have had to scramble to adapt  to new

technologies. The result of such pressure 

Leisure travel is driven by the human drive to explore

and that has not changed. 

Indeed, one of the first things people do as they

grow more prosperous is to travel—first close to

home and then further afield. There is no reason to

think that the rise in global prosperity will reverse

itself or that human curiosity will diminish. But the

effective use of technology during the pandemic and

the economic constraints that many companies will

face for years after it could augur the beginning of a

long-term structural change in business travel.
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resulted in clunky systems, in some cases. This means

that the short-term challenge is to move from reacting

to the crisis to building and institutionalizing what has

been done well so far- whether it means improvising

on business model or establishing virtual options as the

norm. The COVID-19 crisis has created an imperative for

companies to revamp their operations and an

opportunity to transform them. To the extent that they

do so, greater productivity will follow.
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A VIEW ON E-COMMERCE
OPERATIONS: LOCKDOWN

EDITION
P R A T I M A  D E S H M U K H  A N D  N I T Y A  S A I  T H A D A K A M A L L A  

B M S  I I

to the rapid change in the buying behavior added to

the government enforcements and other

disruptions. This paper discusses how e-commerce

became a support system and a vulnerable area for

businesses around the world.

Prior to the pandemic, the attitude of consumers

towards e-commerce was distinguished into two

categories; on one side were those who preferred

online shopping due to convenience and product

diversity as opposed to those who preferred going to

a retail store or market to buy commodities as per

their requirement due to personal examination.

However, the pandemic has created a shift in this

pattern and an increased number of the population

can be seen preferring the online platforms for

essentials. A large part of the population especially

the Gen Zs and the millennials are cutting down

their spending and limiting it to only the essentials.

Online purchases have increased in India by 55%. It

was predicted that e-commerce in India would

reach 200 Billion US Dollars by 2026. Nevertheless,

research has suggested that India is likely to reach 

Abstract

Alfred D Chandler rightly quoted “All I know is that

the Internet will transform the world”. The Internet

which is an enabler for e-commerce was able to

revolutionise the way a business is operated.

Earlier, it was perceived as a tool to transfer

documents in the confined environment of a

business. Now, the e-commerce industry alone

mints $3.5 trillion in sales across the globe.E-

commerce is present in a common man’s everyday

life and has become a competitive advantage to

businesses enabling them to track the consumer

behavior. The e-commerce industry has been an

essential factor in the rapid increase of

globalization even before the WHO on March 11,

2020 declared the Corona pandemic as a global

emergency. With the pandemic disrupting

standardised way of conducting business around

the world, the Indian e-commerce had lost $400

million in just a week’s span by March 30, 2020

(Forrester). Industries got minimum time to adjust

the norms of “social distancing” and “lockdown”

along with minimum time and resources to react 
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pandemic or lockdown. As affairs transition to

normal, companies like Netflix are likely to see a

downfall in their subscribers, say reports. This is

attributed to high subscription prices; lack of time

post lockdown and not up to the mark content.

This will put the company at a spot forcing them to

come up with ways to retain the market share. 

E-commerce became a mechanism to survive the

pandemic both for the customer and a business.

However, with the increased inflow of orders and a

decrease in the human resource available to

companies like BigBasket and Groffers, they are

exposed to supply chain disruptions. Lack of

delivery executives, warehouse personnel and

access to commodities itself, the companies are

trying to do their best in such a crunch. And to

counter this, these companies are hiring additional

10,000 employees and initiating mandatory

sanitization along with medical insurance and

assistance.Uber and BigBasket teamed up in order

to ease the tension in the supply chains. Soon

BigBasket was seen fulfilling 2,83,000 orders a day 

this goal much earlier due to the pandemic. B2C

businesses see the change in the attitude of the

customers, as an opportunity whereas the other

businesses see this as a threat that is now exposing

the poor logistics and supply chains resulting in

delayed delivery dates, shortage of raw materials

and among others.

The entertainment industry saw the change quickly

with theatres being shut and OTT platforms gaining

the spotlight. The number of subscribers Netflix

expected to attract doubled to a whopping 15.8

million subscribers. Similarly, Disney+ added 22

million subscribers. Apart from offering series and

TV shows, these companies are now premiering

movies on their platforms.

Like they say everything comes at a price, the

platforms faced a problem relating to network

bandwidth forcing large companies like YouTube

to resort to SD as their standard viewing quality

followed by Netflix. This doesn’t end here, although

the companies are seeing tremendous growth, they

might not be able to sustain their viewers post 
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which is greater than what they started off with

along with helping the affected families by raising

money to support them. “Jiomart”, an Online to

Offline platform saw its opportunity to grow and to

promise free home delivery, express delivery

services and ‘never before savings' to its consumers

in the future. 

With a curb on business operations, companies like

Amazon have limited their services. This has been a

huge hit for this industry as the revenue prospects

have come down. Amazon’s sales increased during

the quarter while the revenue dropped to $2.5

Billion( 1 billion lower, YoY) with operating losses up

to $398 Million. From providing masks to employees

to donating money for covid research, Amazon has

responded well to the crisis. The company hired

175,000 additional employees to meet demand and

increased their capacity by 60%. However,

employees of the company went on a protest due

to covid cases among the work force and failed

promises by the company. Although e-retailers such

as Amazon are preparing to work full fledged with

restrictions being lifted, the company still expects a

loss in the next quarter due to $4bn worth of

expenses being incurred to fight covid.

Although many industries were able to stabilize

themselves, thanks to e-commerce, the gig

economy and luxury retailers are having a hard

time to do so. The luxury retailers which focused

on selling their products “in-stores” are now

supported by Walpole, a Luxury goods trade

organisation, by launching “Virtual Bond Street”

where these brands are promoted on their own

website, social media and via digital newsletter.

This highlighted the need for these retailers to see

e-commerce as a way to connect to their

customer base. In India, where the gig workers      

 thrive, companies like Uber and Ola received a

drop of nearly 1 lakh cab trips per day due to the

lockdown. The fear of unsanitary delivery of items

led to the customers reducing their visits to apps

like Zomato and Swiggy which caused these

companies to lay off their employees to manage

their capital better. Urban Company, a name

common in every household, saw their sales drop

from 50,000 orders per day to none, now.

However, these companies are slowly starting to

gear up as the lockdown is lifted and are back to

business. This shows that the companies that

solely depend on e-commerce were hit hard 
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initially but can be stable once the consumer

behavior is analysed.

Convenience, time saving and wide product

selection are salient features of e-commerce that

helped it create a huge market today. While the

pandemic posed great challenges, most

companies have been able to curb the impact and

adapt to it. Post pandemic, the companies are

likely to work on bridging the gap between one

time customers to loyal customers. For this,

companies are ready to make their platforms safer,

build trust and meet all the needs of their

customers. Once the restrictions are lifted, the

company sales may stabilize but at a very low rate.

However, behavioural changes are already on the

move and consumer attitudes are already

transitioning. This can prove to be an advantage for

the e-commerce industry.
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Wish we could rewind to a time when things weren't this messy.
To a place which felt like a home rather than a sojourn.
To moments which were more lively and less burdensome.
As the hands of the clock drag themselves from one second to
another, We realize how time slips by and we hardly pay attention.

Those golden days- riding bicycles on the road, chasing cars and
saving money to buy some chocolates.
Now we chase societal norms and high-end lifestyles.

Only after being pushed into the thresholds of this bitter reality
called adulting, do we realize how we took our sweet innocence for
granted.
Seeing glimpses of our tender childhood on mirrors and leaving
childlike prints everywhere we go, we accept our failure- there's no
going back to those good times now.
And even if we use all our vanity and might to turn back those lazy
hands of the clock to simpler times or vibrant moments, we
comfort ourselves that with time things get better for the good.
But do they, really? Hoping they do.

We think...Okay overthink when we have a lot of free time. During
the Covid-19 outbreak, we were all under lockdown and had lots
of time on our hands. We involved ourselves in various activities
and learned new things to keep busy. From learning a new word
‘asymptomatic’, making Dalgona coffee, playing online Ludo with
friends and relatives, doing tasks given by Modi Ji, reconnecting
with old friends, binge-watching movies and series, following
trends on social media, waiting for the vaccine, including masks
and sanitizers as part of our outfits, to working and attending
classes from home, we did everything. Besides, we overthought,
faced anxiety, and stressed out.
Why is this happening? Is it a sign of the end of human existence?
Will I get infected? When will the vaccine come? These questions
loom over my head, like an eerie aria piercing through the
cortѐge of feelings and thoughts that consumed all hope.

As we all know, overthinking and stress is unhealthy. We tried
finding ways to engage ourselves in activities that would keep us
busy and far from pondering upon defeatist thoughts. We
practiced yoga, meditation, read books, tried cooking, spent time
with family, made paintings and drawings, learned new skills,
and much more. But beneath the surface, were all sorts of
feelings we all had during the pandemic.
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IMPACT OF PANDEMIC ON THE
EMERGING NATIONS - BRICS

G O W T A M I  S E E T E P A L L I ,
B M S - I I I

INTRODUCTION :

The declaration of a viral outbreak by the World

Health Organization ignited the announcements of

lockdowns all over the world. As a result, the

disruption of all types of economic activities

coupled with the effects of the existing trade war

between the US and China led to contraction of

the economies. With an imminent global recession

amid lockdowns and the oil price war between

Russia and Saudi Arabia, the emerging markets

were striving to keep themselves from completely

crashing. These economies have already

contracted by 1%. 

Emerging markets Economies or EMEs was a term

coined by Antoine W. Van Agtmael in 1981.

Emerging markets are the developing economies

with a high potential to become an advanced

economy due to rapid growth and development. 

Typically, these markets tend to shift from the

activities based in the primary sector to activities

that contribute to the process of industrialization.

They are highly liquid in equity markets, allow

foreign direct investments, consist of regulatory

bodies and stock exchanges. BRICS- Brazil, Russia,

India, China, South Africa are regarded as the

fastest emerging markets in the world. BRICs was

first mentioned in Building Better Global

Economic BRICs, a publication by Goldman Sachs’

then chairman Jim O'Neill in 2001. The paper

forecasted the GDPs, PPPs of these countries and

pointed out the strong impact of these countries

on the global economy. In 2010, South Africa was

added to this list of emerging countries. More

often than not these countries are regarded as the

fastest emerging economies in the world. These

five member states make up the organization and

hold summits to discuss relevant affairs. 

Abstract:

The objective of this study is to focus on the

emerging markets in the post pandemic world. It

attempts to draw conclusions from various studies

conducted on the member states of BRICS and

evaluates the economic impact on their markets. It

studies the measures taken by the countries to

counter the adverse and severe effects as a

consequence of the pandemic. 

Keywords : emerging markets, BRICS, pandemic,

economic impact.
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BRICS IN THE POST-PANDEMIC WORLD: 

Brazil: As a country known for its major export of

soybeans, it saw an increase of 28% in April 2020.

The Foreign Direct Investment increased by $234.25

million by April 2020. The President of the Chamber

of Duties suggested that there may be a need of

$78.1 billion as an expenditure for proper healthcare.

The government lowered its economic forecast and

estimated a contraction in the economy of about

4.7%, the country’s biggest economic crash in over a

century. 

Russia’s GDP slowed by 1.6 % in contrast to 2.1 % in

the previous year. The exports of Russia increased by

$1.4 billion going from February to march 2020, the

imports increased by $1.8 billion dollars at the same

time. The FDI increased by $5.8 billion dollars in the

fourth quarter of 2019. Russia sanctioned over $28

billion dollars for fighting the pandemic. Amid the

coronavirus pandemic the country slipped into a

price war with Saudi Arabia over crude oil. The oil

exports decreased to $3 billion dollars in 2020. It was

also reported that it lost $14 million a day due to a

halt in trade with its biggest trade partner China. 

India’s GDP growth slowed despite an initial

increase of 3.1% in the first quarter of 2020. The

exports fell at a rate of 60% in the first quarter of

2020. The imports plunged at 58%. The FDI

increased by $2.8 billion in march 2020. There were

changes in restrictions that were introduced by the

government prohibited takeovers of Indian

companies by companies of neighboring nations. It

also hiked its production and relaxed its laws to help

with clinical trials. It also exported antimalarial drugs

to help more than 20 countries to battle the

coronavirus.

China’s economy contracted by 6.8% in the first

quarter of 2020. It experienced a steep fall of

13.3% in exports and 2.9% in imports. The lack of

foreign orders further contributed to the

contraction of the economy. China’s foreign direct

investment fell by 6.1% in 2020 when compared

to last year. The production in China decreased by

-13.5% in contrast to 6.9% in October of 2019 as a

result of the outbreak. On the other side, the e-

commerce sector saw a rise of 73.8% and the IT

sector rose by 46.9%. China supplied about 15

million Personal Protection Equipment and 6.5

million covid19 test kits to India. It also exported

face masks, ventilators to many countries to help

them fight the virus. To recover its economy from

the impact of COVID-19, the country accepted $1

Billion USD from New Development Bank. It is

estimated that it would cost China $1 trillion due

to expenditure on health care.  

South Africa’s Gross Domestic Product expanded

in 2019 by 0.1% only to fall by 1.6%. The country’s

economy shrunk by 10%. A $26.9 billion package

was announced by the government to handle the

pandemic. Exports decreased by $3.8 million USD.

The Johannesburg stock exchange fell by 15%. 

RECOVERY FROM THE TUMBLE:

Despite the shrinking markets and ongoing talks

on global recession the emerging markets should

focus on the opportunities that can revive them

from crashing. The BRICS nations are tackling the

economic impact by drafting, introducing laws

and devising strategies. India has turned its

attention to the rural economy and amended its

Essential Commodities act to restore it. The

underlying intention of the Indian government is 
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to attract more FDI to the agricultural sector. The

banks in Russia offered interest free loans to

businesses to handle the payment of salaries to

their employees respectively. South Africa’s

strategy is to restructure their economy. It intends

to achieve this through development of

infrastructure. Brazil announced that it would

provide payments to the self-employed and also

to the workers. New Development bank provided

reliefs to China, India and South Africa. Russia is

using the country’s Welfare Fund to deal with

losses it incurred during the trade. 

CONCLUSION :

BRICS represent a major chunk of the world

population and the rate at which they are

developing is enormous. Although BRICS as

individual countries are emerging, there are

problems that lie among the member states.

There are tensions between the Indo-China

border. There is a strong dominance of China in

global affairs and politics. Nevertheless, these

economies are the fattest emerging and someday

they hold a probability of taking over the G7. 
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RETHINKING GLOBAL VALUE
CHAINS POST COVID-19 ERA

 P R A G N Y A  K H E D  A N D  M I N I S H A  R E D D Y
B M S  I I I

 Covid-19, an emergence that has undoubtedly taken the

world by storm, forcing shock waves of unprecedented

change into all sectors of the economy, is here to stay

and is said to show its impact for many years to come.

One such global phenomenon taking the blow is the

Global Value Chain. In the working of Global value

chains (GVCs) production is broken into activities and

tasks are carried out in different countries thereby

internationally sharing production. GVC’s are often

compared to Adam Smith’s pin production system,

where the operations are broken down to different tasks

each with a designated worker inside a single factory. In

GVCs, the operations are spread across national borders

and the products made are much more complex than a

pin. These operations include all activities right from a

product’s conception, design, sourcing of raw materials

and intermediate inputs, marketing distribution and

finally its support to the final customer.

China is at the heart of many Global Value Chains, it is a

major player in manufacturing high-value products and

components as well as one of the primary producers of

intermediate goods required for further productions.

The industrial production in China has 

 Abstract :

The impact Covid-19 has had a domino effect on the

economy and trade like none other. The Global Value

Chains have been no exception to this. The trade

cycles across the globe have been disrupted and

shifted focus on its dependent and vulnerable state.

China, at the center of it all, is in the limelight for

being the host nation that caused the dominoes to

tumble. Since many businesses were dependent on

China for raw materials, they felt the impact strongly,

sending companies into overdrive as they did not

expect such a dependable system to fail. This caused

businesses to frantically search for an alternative, to

meet with the current market's demands and to

avoid being in such a vulnerable position again.

Businesses have started rethinking and restructuring

its layout of supply chains and strategies at play.

This paper intends to highlight those cracks in the

Global Value Chain and address what companies

need to think about going forward. This paper also

looks at the plausible actions and policies being

evaluated by global leaders and institutions in lieu of

the impact and tries to paint a picture of the future of

businesses in light of the pandemic and the

challenges posed by it.
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supplies. Reports suggest that the conservative

approach is likely to be reflected in the national trade

policy of countries in multiple ways, such as by

increase in import tariff and covert or overt non-tariff

barriers like licensing procedures, import and export

quotas, and in maintenance of their strategic reserves.

For India, the rising global uncertainties relating to the

existing supply chain, including their competition

with China, might surprisingly bring them an array of

opportunities post the pandemic. Several reports

suggest that some American and European

manufacturers intend to relocate their factories out of

China or at least have alternate sources in

geographically diverse locations.

In a post-pandemic world, governments have already

started advocating for a more ‘regionalized’ supply

chain as opposed to the scattered approach

employed thus far. But regionalizing the GVC means

moving operations out of developing countries, a

decision that is calamitous to developing countries

and it could set their economies back by years.But

contrary to popular belief, the shortcomings of the

GVCs as exposed by the pandemic, does not mean

walking away from globalization and GVCs altogether.

It just means paying more attention to potential

bottlenecks. One way to do this is to integrate global

and local aspects of the value chain to form a

diversified model.

If anything China has shown how detrimental it can

be to concentrate a large segment of the production

process in one place,so instead the need is to diversify

the global value chain.This means increasing the

number of nodes in the chain,that is,distributing

activities in more countries across the world and 

fallen by 13.5 percent in January and February

combined as compared to previous year.China’s

position in the GVCs is dispensable as is illustrated by

the major contractions in international trade flows

resulting from decline in China's production. Covid

restrictions have also hit China’s imports and

exports.The exports have seen a steep decline

throughout the world including several European

countries such as Germany,France,Italy,Spain etc.

This is a cause for worry because drop in exports means

parts are missing. Owing to the globalized nature of the

GVCs, the production in different parts of the world is

hindered because of the situation in China.This causes

bottlenecks at the various stages of the supply chain.

For example,take a company that produces electronics,

whose components are manufactured in China and are

then assembled in Italy. Due to trade restrictions and

subsequent decline in exports, the components never

reached Italy to be assembled,leading to a decline in

production.This is the predominant effect of Covid-19

on the global supply chain. In Germany’s

manufacturing sector, imported inputs represent

roughly a quarter of all industrial production, 10

percent of which come from China. This reliance on

intermediates from China is particularly strong in

electronics,computing and textile manufacturing

sectors. The effect of this gridlock is also observed by

companies. The Global Trade Policies also play a major

role in the functioning of the GVC’s and have shifted

dramatically over the past few years. There seems to be

a huge shift away from open trade and trade reforms

seem to have fallen by half in the past 3 years. In the

post-pandemic environment, many countries are likely

to intensively dedicate their efforts towards rebooting

their industries and protecting their vital and essential 
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widening the scope of activities where possible.This

involves trading-off economies of scale in favour of

involving more players that are economies of

scope,this is the principle of ‘glocalisation’ that could

be adopted as a risk mitigation strategy. Moving

forward, international coordination and collective

leadership would be of utmost importanceThe

pandemic has brought to light how vulnerable the

global supply chain is.The emergence of the GVCs

played a crucial role in globalization and companies

all over the globe accepted them as the most

optimised form of production. However, in these

unprecedented times, companies are running end to

end with no idea how to cope with such a problem.

Covid-19 has exposed the global supply chain for what

it is, a delicate network of intricate tiers waiting to be

knocked down like dominoes.

It should and does not signal the end of GVCs as we

know it. The question we should be asking in light of

the pandemic is not whether or not countries should

integrate into GVCs but rather how to integrate into

GVCs keeping in mind the risk and potential

bottlenecks ? How to integrate globalisation through

a local network? What kind of risk mitigation

procedures should be adopted to safeguard GVCs?

Globalisation has welcomed a newer, better-

connected world, uplifting nations and increasing the

standard of living.This is a remarkable feat achieved

by humanity and it will be a challenge for world

leaders to recognise its importance and at the same

time find solutions to the risks associated with it. Now

more than ever, not just nations but companies need

to strive for a more sustainable value chain. The

decisions taken by world leaders at this point in time

will affect future growth prospects.
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-Shreya Korrapati
BA1 EPS

Happy, chirpy life turned into a disastrous clime,
Just like a beautiful dream turning into a nightmare within no time.

 
There stood, the ruined remains of shattered hopes,

In place of people who struggled up the success ropes.
 

As if the universe had decided to take away all our loved ones in one go,
Leaving some with none to share their grief, not a friend and not even a foe!

 
Shutting ourselves in and keeping low,

We all have mourned for someone sitting alongside an open window.
 

But isn't it a pure miracle that,
We come up with a reason to hang on to hope amongst all the chaos!

 
Just like a beaten fruit falling to the ground and perishing, but leaving behind a few sprouts of

hope,
With a little effort and a little care, pops up a new life to give us all a new scope.

 
Our lost hopes will eventually find a way back to mend our broken souls and a shaken world,

We will bounce back no matter how badly we get hurled.
 

All we need to know is that even a long gloomy night has to end at the break of dawn,
All we need to do is to start working on a better tomorrow instead of pausing ourselves to cry and

moan.
 

And finally, when the rays of happiness shine upon us again,
When all our agony is washed away with showers of rain,

Our people looking upon us from heaven will surely understand that it's our love for them that
gave us the power to break this misery chain, 

Our love is so pure, that we wouldn't want anyone to go through the same kind of pain again.
 
 

HOLDING ON TO FAITH 
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MIRROR

The girl with a frown stood behind me, 
Proving the heartbreaking reality.
The beauty she held on the inside 

Was ignored because of the outside
I turned towards the person. Hoping for the best,

 
She was waiting for my expression, 

Which wasn’t like the rest.
I complimented the girl, 

Who stood in front of me?
Waiting for the beautiful smile, 
The smile, I was hoping to see.

 
The smile never came, 
But her eyes welled up,

As the tears started rolling down,
My smile had turned into a frown.

I tried my best to cheer her up, 
 

Feeling extremely helpless, 
She confessed she was broken, 

She knew she was a mess.
I went forward to touch her,

But my arm restrained by a wall 
The girl staring right at me,

Is my mirror reflection, after all.
 

-Nishika Aggarwal 
BA2 PLP



Campus Drone | 33

AWAITING TOMORROW

There are so many people you are yet to meet and so many poems you are yet to write. 
So many mistakes yet to repeat, so many battles yet to fight. 
So many heartbreaks yet to face, so many feelings yet to die. 
So many dreams yet to chase, and so many places yet to fly. 
So many chances yet to take, so many barriers yet to break. 

So many tears yet to cry, so many memories yet to make.
There is so so much you’re yet to lose and much much more yet to find. 

It’ll all take place, you will find your ways. 
You will see it pass, you won’t wish it stays. 

You will find your peace, you won't have to chase. 
At the end of the day, you will figure it out, 

At the end of the day, you will see what this is all about. 
For no matter how many nights one sees,

The sun rises and puts us all at ease. 
 

-Aafia Tamkenat
 BA3 HLP 



“Call me foolish, but I still believe in happy endings and fairy
tales,” I smiled.
“Happy endings , fairy tales. It’s so ironic, isn’t it?” she
mocked.
“Life taught me to look at the brighter side of things, ”I
countered.
“Let’s not get into an argument,” she stood up to leave.
“You’re leaving?” I inquired.
8.00 P.M;
Overcrowded platform I looked around, but couldn’t find
her amongst the heavy crowd.

*ANNOUNCEMENT REGARDING THE TRAIN*
I could hear the faint honking of the local from a distance,
people around me became more alert now.
The train slowly arrived and halted. Commuters got on and
off the train. I kept searching, but in vain.The
train starts to move, it picks up speed gradually, and it’s
gone. Pin drop silence for the next few minutes.
“And I woke up,” I tell the Psychiatrist. “I am sure you can
narrate better thrillers,” he smiled.
“But this is what happened to me doctor!” I exclaimed
,irritated. “Okay, so here’s what we both know.
She died the same night in an accident while crossing the
road. 

You ended up searching for her at the
railway station, but couldn’t find her. I know about the ring
that you carried too,” the doctor said. “It’s
been 7 years now, his condition doesn’t seem to improve,”
my mother wiped her tears.
I lay on the bed.
“I know you’re out there somewhere, waiting for me on that
very same crowded platform,” I thought to
myself.
I close my eyes again, the same scene replays.

8.00 P.M;
Everything seems to be the same, like always. My heart
beats faster this time. I can hear the train
entering the station in the background, suddenly, I spot you.
Staring into my eyes, you smile. This felt like
a dream for the first time in all these years. I walk up to you,
kneel down and pull out the ring from my

SHORT
WRITE-UPS AND ART WORK

MOVING ON

Sowmya Metla
Msc Microbiology1 

M.Sharanya
Bsc MSCs 2D

Will you marry me?” I ask.

You blush, put your right hand forward and smile, “Do it fast,

the train is arriving”

I wake up, again.

I smile at the doctor, “This is my last visit. Thank you”

left pocket. I cannot hear all the commotion, all the 
perspiration. Everything stays still.“
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MANY LIVES...
Through trying times,

I may be alone, yet not lonely
For I have the most beautiful companions with me

Ones that don’t ever fail to provide warmth
Ones that come in many forms

Ones that breathe through ballads and melodies
and make you hum through life’s complexities 

From Starship to Whitney,
Elton John to Journey

How I wish I could bring back the 80’s
 

Between the pages of a book
I lived in a conflict-ridden Afghanistan

I lived in a poverty-stricken Ireland 
I had life changing conversations with a dying Professor 

I lived through the ravages of the second world war as an American Paratrooper
 

Through the silver screen, I have had the privilege of living lives I have never seen 
I lived the life of an aspiring actress and a jazz musician

I lived the lives of men who made saving Private Ryan their ultimate mission
I lived the life of a wrongly convicted man who never lost hope for redemption

I lived the lives of two men whose love was forbidden
I lived the life of a blind war veteran who thought he was long forgotten

I lived the life of a disinterested naval lawyer who rediscovers his purpose
I saw the world of injustice through the eyes of two children’s innocence

 
I have gone from 

Bergman to Hepburn
Bogart to Brando 
DeNiro to DiCaprio

Sarandon to Al Pacino
 

and every time I think this is it! 
I find a million new lives to visit 

 
In these portrayals, I find a part of myself and I find purpose

Since I have lived many lives of trials, tears and triumphs
 
 

-Ananditha Mathews
BA PPP 1st Year
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A BITTERSWEET BOON

-Arcot Slokha Varshini
BA 1 EPP

Dark nights watching the moon,
Wonder if there will be a break soon.
Exhausted! The same tune every day!

Will there be a change that will blow us away?
 

I’d see the streets filled with people always,
And dream of a day of seeing it only with sun rays.

I saw many a hospital filled with gloom,
Will there be a day where they struggle for a room?

 
I disapproved of my imperfect face—every bit,

Wishing for a reason to cover it.
Is greeting people every time necessary?

Can distancing be mandatory?
 

Everybody had a different schedule & time zone,
It would be fun if we could talk on the phone.
The world and its people once stood divided,

Will they ever be on the same boat united?
 

Somewhere distant a trace of a virus was found,
Why worry? It cannot reach our ground.
Within months it became very familiar,

Raised the bars and became too hard to figure.
 

World’s inhabitants got caged in their homes,
Every human residence was divided into zones.

People were given a chance to rebuild things around,
Nature’s healing strategy was slowly being found.

 
Animals and birds were given their freedom,

While people were struck by the chord of boredom.
The virus shook the world & left everyone to realise,
That there shall always be a new threat of surprise.

 
Roads became empty while the hospitals were full,

Virus was raging & trying every trick it could pull.
Separated yet the people stood united against one cause,

It gave birth to the fear of loss.
 

While millions of lives were lost & burnt,
To expect the unexpected is what we learnt.
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PATHETIC PANDEMIC
Going out in the sun looks like a distinct dream,

Miss those bright faces which used to beam.
Things are now not the way they seem,

Remember the times when we were not alone?
Now it feels like we're living with our own clone.

Sadness and hopelessness is something that we feel,
But over the time it's sure to heal.

 
Also, it is important to acknowledge our privilege,

               Because we are the ones with the least ravage.
Food in the plate and roof on our head should be celebrated,

Also, feel grateful if you and your family are not separated.
Spending time with loved ones is something which could be done,

Impossible once life starts to run.
One year down and we're on the same ground,

But so many new talents and passions have been found.
 

This pandemic has only made us stronger,
We now know how to survive the horror.
Safety precautions are still to be taken

Covid is still very much there, don't be mistaken.
Crossing our fingers, we wait,

Hopefully, the good days won't be late.
Yet again faces will beam,

Because we're fighting this as a team. 
 
 

 -Eshita Purohit
 B. Com(CAP),  1st year
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LIVING THE LOCKDOWN LIFE
Life, as usual flashing ahead – impatient.

The world, as usual speeding ahead – restless.
We, racing as usual running - not knowing what’s ahead.

We planned our plans and dreamt our dreams,
when at a sudden drop, a mutant particle,

from the world of the invisible,
brought us to a painful, memorable stop.

 
Million mortals, being locked at home.

Million mortals fighting, to return back home.
Some of us have become too familiar with our homes.

Some others have become too familiar with helplessness and dusty roads,
unfamiliar of the path that leads to a place called home.

Confused governments seem to be acting deaf.
Battles are fought at hospitals,

Fighting till the end of their strength.
Some hearts wonder, why is God silent?
Some hearts hope, God is still in control.

 
We’re all in-experienced employees of Quarantine.

But in all this we have realised,
the joy of simple things and a simple life.

All noise has ceased. Silence speaks louder today.
Families are heard laughing together.

Memories are cherished and made stronger.
City lights have dimmed out.

Stars-unhidden are all what the night is about.
 

While we’re wrestling with uncertainty,
the end, too soon, seems unlikely.

But time is witness,
To the human finesse.

Our walk through this may be imperfect,
but soon Life will be as usual,
maybe a little more patient.

The world as usual,
maybe a little more at rest.

We, as usual
maybe a little more humane,
reminded of our humanness,

by an invisible COVID-19 strain.     
 
 
 

 -Ananditha Mareena Pascal
 BZC 2A 
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A PROMISE OF NEW LIGHT
 

To all the benevolence resting in your sacrificial heart, 
To the abyss of loneliness which encompasses your desponding mind. 

For time continuum like the ever-ebbing and crashing waves,
For the shackles of responsibilities bonding you to defeat. 

How you adorn your sorrows like precious stones. 
Your tears melding into diamonds, sparkling in your eyes, 

Cloaking, deceiving; a believable smile to push away your fears. 
Your deep-seeded troubles screaming tumultuously, 

Yet your inner turmoil does not tarnish your spirit. 
Oh Young One! Live a little! 

Rise to be who you are!  
Your journey seems forbidden and your wings seem weak, 

But I promise, they will carry you to the ends of the earth and twice over. 
Open your mind and open your heart to new adventures and experiences. 

I promise you; you won’t be sorry.  
The struggle seems overwhelming and the path seems dark, 

But I promise, the brightest of stars shine in the darkest of nights.
 
 
 

 
-Srivani P
 BMS-III
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