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Report on DBT-Sponsored One-Day Seminar 

Commemorating World Wildlife Day 

Theme: “Conserving Health: Heritage and Habitat for Sustenance of Plants and Animals”​
Organised by: Departments of Zoology & Botany​
Date: 7 February 2026​
Venue: Capitanio Hall​
Time: 9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

No of students benefited: 200 

 

The Departments of Zoology and Botany organized a DBT-sponsored one-day seminar on 7 
February 2026 to commemorate World Wildlife Day. The seminar aimed to promote 
awareness about biodiversity conservation and highlight the interconnection between health, 
heritage, and habitat in sustaining ecosystems and human well-being. 

The programme began with a welcome address by Dr. M. Jyothi Rani, HoD, Department of 
Zoology, who emphasized the responsibility of academic institutions and students in 
protecting biodiversity. The keynote address was delivered by Mrs. P.C. Nirmala, Advocate 
and Former HoD of Zoology, St. Francis College for Women. She highlighted important 
legislative measures for biodiversity conservation and stressed the need for effective 
implementation of environmental laws and community participation. 

In Session I, Mr. Karuthapandi M, Scientist D, Freshwater Biology Regional Centre, 
Zoological Survey of India, explained the role of ZSI in faunal exploration, species 
documentation, and conservation of freshwater biodiversity. Session II was delivered by Dr. 
Jnanesha A.C., Senior Scientist, CSIR-CIMAP Research Centre, who discussed the 
importance, economic value, and conservation of medicinal plants, along with their 
geographic requirements for sustainable cultivation. 



An E-Poster Presentation competition was conducted for students on the seminar theme, 
encouraging creative and research-based insights into wildlife conservation. The posters were 
evaluated by Mrs. P.C. Nirmala, who appreciated the students’ efforts and provided 
constructive feedback. 

By the end of the seminar, participants gained enhanced awareness of biodiversity 
conservation, recognized threats such as habitat loss and climate change, and understood the 
importance of integrating traditional knowledge with modern science. The programme 
successfully fostered environmental responsibility and concluded with a vote of thanks at 
4:00 p.m. 
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